
WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The national average travel time to work (one way) was 25.5 
minutes in 2011 (McKenzie 2013). Workers in the New York 
and Washington, DC, metro areas had the two longest travel 
times, 34.9 minutes and 34.5 minutes, respectively. The 
percentage of workers by one-way travel time is presented in 
Table 14.6.

Those who commuted from suburbs to a city for work 
were more likely to have a 60+ minute commute compared to 
other home/workplace categories (refer to Figure 14.1).

The mode of commuter transportation varied by time travel 
(refer to Figure 14.2). Workers commuting 60+ minutes or 
longer relied on carpools or public transportation more than 
workers with commute times under an hour. However,  
for both groups, driving alone was the most popular 
transportation mode.

How would you define a “long” commute? How important 
is it for you to live in close proximity to where you work (or go 
to school)?

EXPLORING social problems

Figure 14.2  Commute mode by commute time, 2011

SOURCE: McKenzie 2013.
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